LETTER TO COURT

ordering them to put ashore, and upon .the Jemandar of the seapoys refusing
to comply they fired upon our party and wounded one of our men but were
drove off by the fire ot our seapoys. Such repeated outrages left us no room
to doubt the Dutch at Chinchurah designed acting against us hi a more
hostile manner in case they were strengthened by the landing of the party
from their ships, which determined us more than ever to oppose that step
and therefore, upon the first intelligence we received of their having dis-
embarked their troops at Sankaraul, we detached our whole garrison of about
250 Europeans and about 1200 seapoys under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Forde with orders to encamp off Chinchurah and in conjunction with
the Nabob's forces to oppose their passage into the Dutch bounds, which he
was absolutely to prevent even by using force if he found it necessary.
128.   At the same time we gave Commodore Wilson directions to send
on board the commanding officer of the Dutch ships and demand immediate
restitution of the ships and vessells they had seized and detained with their
stores and effects and in case of refusal to take or destroy their ships and
vessells which he accordingly put in execution.   The Dutch  Commodore
having refused to comply with his demand, our ships attacked her and after
a brisk engagement of an hour and half she struck as did also the other
ships in company.
129.   On the 24th Colonel Forde with the troops under his command
entered the town of Chandernagore with intention to encamp there that
evening but were attacked on their entrance by a detachment of Europeans
and seapoys from Chinchurah with 5 field pieces.   This party was soon obliged
to give ground and retreat into their own bounds with the loss of near 40
Europeans killed and wounded and all their field pieces.   The next morning
Colonel Forde received intelligence that the body of Europeans and Buggasses
landed from their ships and a detachment that had joined them from
Chinchurah were very near and in fuU march to Chinchurah.   Hereupon he
marched his men likewise into the plain to meet them and oppose their
passage,   A very warm action ensued which ended in the total defeat of .the
Dutch troops who were obliged to give ground and save themselves by flight.
Their army consisted of near 700 Europeans and as many Buggasses.   The
greatest part of those who escaped being killed in the action were made
prisoners and sent to Calcutta.   Immediately after this event the Directore
and Council of Hughley wrote us a letter requesting we would put a stop to
further hostilities and concur with them in accommodating the differences
between the two settlements which they were ready to do on such terms as
might prove satisfactory to both parties.   Hereupon we ordered Colonel Forde
to proceed no further and acquainted the Directore and Council in our answer
tiiat we were extremely glad to find they had adopted other measures, and
should use our influence with the Nabob and engage him to be reconciled to
them on their complying with his orders.
130.   During these transactions the young nabob was marching down,
with a large army with a full resolution to destroy Chinchurah and drive the,
Dutch intirely out of the country for breaking their engagement to his father ;
and  we heard from  Moraudbaug  that  their  factory  at   Calcapoor  w*b
spnrounded and that orders had been sent to do the same at Patna,           . J
13L   When  the ytwng nabob drew near to Hughley  the President